


turkeys can be attracted to small holdings for the Habitat Management
hunting season. To increase the number of turkeys on a tract

Ideal habitat is difficult to define. Given good of land, you must first evaluate the present abun-
protection, turkeys can adapt to several habitat
types and conditions. A good range consists of
predominantly mature, mixed pine-hardwood
stands, interspersed with field and grassy
openings.

Habitat for turkeys must offer sufficient
sources of seeds, nuts, and other energy-rich food
sources during fall and winter. Mast of hardwoods,

dance and quality of habitat types on the proper-
ty. Because turkeys are mobile, also consider the
land types and usages of adjacent properties. For
example, if adjoining lands are dominated by un-
broken stands of mature hardwoods, few turkeys
could be attracted by managing your land  similar-
ly. Instead, you would benefit most by providing
openings and other habitat types.

particularly oaks, is used extensively during this
time (Figure 2).

Dietary preferences shift to leafy vegetation,
animal matter, grass seeds, and soft fruits during
spring and summer. Much of these needs are
satisfied by feeding in fields, forest openings, and
around the edges of such habitat types.

No precise rules govern the minimum amount
or proportions of particular habitat types that must
be available to turkeys. For example, turkeys may
thrive on some areas with a low hardwood com-
ponent if other areas, such as pine stands or food
plots, are managed to meet or supplement fall and
winter food needs (Figure 3).

Hens prefer to nest in brushy areas that offer
good cover. Nesting covers and protective covers
for adult turkeys are usually plentiful in Alabama.
However, protective cover for poults can be
critically limited. The survival of turkey broods
is influenced by the quality of habitat used.

Broods less than two weeks old need access to
areas that give good overhead cover and protec-
tion from predators. Broods in good habitat ex-
perience fewer losses than those in poor habitat.
Excellent habitat for young poults would be fallow
fields and woodlands with an open canopy that
allows plants to grow at ground level.

Turkeys require water almost daily, but they
satisfy much of that need by eating succulent
vegetation and fruits. Access to water does not
limit turkey distribution or abundance in Alabama.

Figure 2. Adult turkeys in mature hardwoods.

The following are general guidelines to con-
sider when managing land for turkeys.

HARDWOOD MANAGEMENT. Retain a variety of
mature, mast-producing hardwoods. Stands of
such types should be well distributed over the
area. Cutting rotations for hardwoods should ex-
tend at least 70 years on most sites. If thinning,
select against hickories, sweetgums, and poplars,
while retaining beeches and oak groups. If mature
hardwoods cover less than 25 percent of an area,
do not cut hardwood stands unless equal or greater
portions than that scheduled for cutting are enter-
ing mast-producing stages.

PINE MANAGEMENT. Short rotation (pulpwood
management over extensive areas leaves little pros-
pect for wild turkeys. However, high densities of
turkeys may exist on large tracts managed primari-
ly for pine saw timber. Restrict pine management
to sites best suited to pine production. Leave
hardwood-dominated drains and stream bottoms
uncut when harvesting or establishing pine stands.

Thin pine stands liberally as needed. Prescribe
burn as soon as the tree height in young stands
allows safe burning. Continue using fire on a three-
to five-year cycle on pine sites. In relatively large
stands, divide each stand into burn compartments
so that one-third to one-fifth of the stand can be
burned annually. Further benefits may be achieved
by burning some stands annually and by per-
manently excluding fire from others.

Burn woodlands during winter but avoid burn-
ing later than March 15 to prevent nest destruc-
tion. Ideally, fire should be used early enough to
allow ample germination or green-up by the time
flocks disperse.

The Alabama Forestry Commission provides
technical assistance on fire use and can help with





sively to supplement fall and winter foods of
turkeys. Vetch, rye, wheat, clover, and oats pro-
vide winter grazing for turkeys.

Seeds of bahiagrass and browntop  millet are
used heavily during summer (see table below).
Refer to Extension Circular ANR-485, “Wildlife
Plantings And Practices,” or ask your county agent
for information regarding suitable varieties, plant-
ing dates, and planting methods.

Food Plants Beneficial To Turkeys In Alabama.
Plant Period Used Planting Dates

C o r n Fall-Winter
C h u f a Fall-Winter
Soybeans Fall-Winter
Grain sorghums Fall-Winter
Vetch Winter
Rye Winter
Wheat Winter
Clover . Winter
O a t s Winter
Bahiagrass Summer
Browntop millet Summer

March 15 - May 1
May 1 - June 30
May 15 - July 15
June 1 - July 1
Sept. 1 - Nov. 1
Sept. 1 - Nov. 15
Sept. 1 - Nov. 15
Sept. 1 - Oct. 30
Aug. 25 - Oct. 30
Mar. 1 - July 1
April 1 - Aug. 15

PROTECTION. Turkeys can adapt to widely vary-
ing conditions. Given adequate protection, large
turkey populations may exist in marginal habitat.
Poaching, however, may limit population growth
in very good habitat. Restrict access to lands
managed for turkeys and erect gates at the en-
trances of all access roads to discourage un-
necessary traffic.

Minimize disturbances to hens during nesting
and brood rearing. Pen or remove free-ranging
dogs. Where possible, delay cutting timber and
mowing fields until July once nesting begins. If
fallow fields are scheduled for cultivation, plow
them before nesting activity begins.
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